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PREFACE 
In the summer of 1988, from August 29 to September 2, the 13th International 
Symposium on Mathematical Programming took place in Tokyo. There included 
were nine sessions named “Combinatorial Optimization”. After the symposium, 
the Mathematical Programming Days in Kyoto was held at Kyoto University as one 
of the satellite conferences, where some more talks in combinatorial optimization 
were presented among others. 
To put on record the interesting talks given in these occasions, I proposed some 
of the participants to write papers from their talks and to submit them to this Special 
Issue. Here we see the outcome of positive responses kindly shown by many of 
them. The contents range from genuine combinatorial optimization to more basic 
subjects of discrete mathematics. My personal hope is that these papers will be read 
inclusively of the memory each author had in his or her visit to Japan. 
All the papers of course have gone through the screening process as strict as 
regular issues. Thanks are therefore due to all the reviewers, as well as the authors, 
for their cooperation, and to Chief Editor Peter L. Hammer who initiated the idea 
of publishing this issue. 
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